CHAPTER II

THE SENATE AND THE ARMY
I. SEVERUS ALEXANDER: DOMESTIC POLICY

new emperor, Alexander, was born in the Phoenician
J[ town of Area Caesarea. i October 208 is usually given as
his birthday. It is true that he, like his predecessor, was dedicated
to the service of the Sun God of Emesa, but his mother, Julia
Mamaea, who had gone to Rome with her imperial nephew, had
been sensible enough to keep her son away from the practices of
his cousin. Julia Maesa was therefore able to play him off against
Elagabalus, when the Augustus had fallen into contempt and the
position reached its crisis. The over-tension of a despotism that
was alien in character led to Elagabalus' bloody end, but this
was not due merely to race-hatred, for Rome was already
permeated with Oriental elements and was used to them, By
intelligent management the Syrian princesses achieved their
purpose: Alexander was proclaimed Augustus, and was accepted
without protest by the Senate.
Marcus Aurelius Severus Alexander, as he was now called,
ascended the throne in his fourteenth year (6 or 1 1 March 222). It
is certain that his mother, in view of his expected succession to the
Empire and because of her active interest in the spiritual currents
of the time, had given her son the best of educations, and the
Emperor doubtless continued to receive her maternal care. He
may indeed have been a well-brought-up and charming youth,
with a great desire to learn, and matured at an early age. How-
ever, what his later biographer in the Hutoria Augusta has to say
Note, The main literary evidence for the reigns described in this
chapter is to be found in Dio LXXVII-LXXX (Boissevain), Herodian v-vm,
Orosius vn, Zosimus i, and Scriptores Historiae Augustae, Alexander
Severus, Maximni duo, Gordiani tresy Maximus et Ralbinus, On the value
of this last source in particular see below pp. 58 sqq. and the Appendix on
Sources at the end of the volume. More incidental references in ancient
writers and relevant Papyri are given in the Bibliography to the chapter*
The most important inscriptions are cited in die footnotes to the
chapter together with passages from the Codex Justinianus and the Digest.
The coins supply at times important evidence, on which see the footpcrtea
and the Bibliography A (2).                                                       >'- r-
Coins of these reigns are illustrated in Volume of Plate$ v, 168^^232,
where also will be found portraits of Severus Alexander aad^jOc^Kan HI.